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WASHINGTON — A former CIA agent; 

. already wanted In a plot” to murder a high. 
■Libyan, official, tried to shake down the, 
director of naval intelligence, the FBI has 

The same suspect, who was the civilian j 
head of the highly secret intelligence Task: 
-Force 157, is also charged with private ille-j 
gal arms d eals. AvC :. 4 . . . ■ | 

^Edmund P. Wilson, who has been wanted: 
on a federal fugitive 'warrant since April,; 
„ has become a pawn in the rivalry between 
the two- admirals who- run the U.S. intelli-; 
gence community. 

One of the two, Adm. Bobby Ray Inman, - 
director of the National Security Agency 
{NSA), confirmed last week that he had 
asked for art FBI probe into Wilson’s ctivi- 
ties. : ■;.■ •— •• - • , 

A spokesman for the other, Adm. Stans-! 
field Turner, director of the Central intelli- 
gence Agency, said the CIA would have no 
comment on the matter. ..... - V‘ 

Turner, a classmate of President' ' ' 
Jimmy Carter at. the Naval Acad- 
emy, has failed in his attempt toj 
convince the president to put all; 
American intelligence activities 
under the CIA’s control. 

.Inman, a little-known intelligence 
professional who-is highly respected 
by Congress, earned Turner’s wrath 
because the . NSA has been given 
increasing control over the nation’s 
spy;- satellite - program. Inman’s 
agency " is ^responsible - for the 
cation’s secret electronic communi-j 
cations, intelligence messages and 
crytopgraphyF “ * •*'-* ’■ A';'--; 

- : The Sunday. ^News Journal has’ 
learned that in recent weeks Turner 
and his deputies .in .the CIA have 
briefed reporters froffi major news,' 
organizations about \ Wilson - and] 

'Task Force 157, which grew from a ! 
small naval intelligence operation 
into a large-scale spy group. Those] 
familiar with the briefings say the ' 

CIA has tried to lay the blame for. 
the task force’s . problems; ‘at: 
Inman’s feet. J r i 
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'Assistant U.S. Attorney . E. 1 
Lawrence Barcella Jr., chief prose- 
cutor in the case against Wilson, 
confirmed that the investigation 
into Wilson was prompted by a com- 
plaint from the CIA that Wilson had 
been palming himself off as a CIA 
agent. The CIA told Barcella that 
Wilson no longer bad anything to do 
with the agency. 

• What the CIA apparently did not. 
know is that Inman- gave extensive 
testimony to FBI investigators 
about what he had learned about. 
Wilson and Task Force 157. ; " y:. 

Inman.in a rare telephone inter- 
view, told the Sunday News Journal ' 
that he closed down Task Force 157. ’ 

“I closed it down because it was out j 
of control and because its continued I 
operation was a ...drain on Navy. i 
resources . : A 9 
-“I fired Wilson because I thought 
he was a petty grafter, what we call 
a 5 percenter.” ' ;ro ,;>■ X 
The most serious charge in the 
indictment against Wilson is his 
alleged in volvement’in a conspiracy 
tofmurder an opponent of Libyan 
leader Moammar- Khadafy in Gen- 
eva, Switzerland, in 1977. 

'The indictment, handed down in in 
Washington last April, also includes 
several counts of conspiracy to ship 
rifles to Libya.. Then.^as now,. the 
.United States had a ban on shipping, 
weapons to Libya. > 5 -i -- -,- 

-Wilson, 56, whose arms dealings, 
made .him a multi-millionaire,'! 
remains at laree. When Wilson: 
failed to respond to the indictment 
on April 23, U.S. District Court in 
Washington issued a warrant for his 
arrest. .... 

■ : According to Barcella, Wilson is 
believed to be “moving between his 
offices in Switzerland and London 
or at his home in Tripoli [in Libya], j 
Most likely he is in Tripoli/’ ■ ; 

Barcella said he has talked with 
Wilson’s attorney, Seymour 
Glanzer. Glanzer refused to com- 
ment on his client.. .... ’ 

\ ... .; ’.. .. ft 1 » © . - ' , 

; From sources in the CIA, at the 
National Security Agency, the FBI 
and: in the Congress, the Sunday 
-News Journal has put together an 
.account of Task Force 157, Wilson’s 
connections to the CIA and Inman’s 
actions. 

Task Force 157 was formed in' 

.1968 by Admiral Thomas Moorer, 
when he was chief of naval opera- 
tions, to give naval intelligence bet- 
ter communications' and human sny 
20<M>Z©3/<97 : CIA-RDR91 -u0901 



Htrateo the task force at 
'the ’behest of the CIA — were 
actually sending the information to 
-the CIA. -.. : | 

.In 1974 Kissinger told a Senate 
committee that a Navy clerk 
assigned to ; his. office, who had 
access to “eyes-cnly” messages to 
President Nixon, .was . also 
forwarding them to Moorer. • 

’ : By the time Inman shut down the 
unit in late 1975, Task Force 157 had 
grown from a few intelligence oper- 
atives to 167 field agents and 200 
headquarters officials. " .... 

Using a number of phony business 

fronts, the task force became a free 
agent, competing with and under-’ 
mining other intelligence groups 
and dealing directly With foreign 
governments, some them hostile to 
the United States. •_ : 

It was involved in a wide range of 
-intelligence activities, many para ]- 1 
Jelling the. activities of the CIA ! 

including evaluating Soviet ballistic; 

.missile .strength .and anti-subma- 
rine warfare.---.. ........ r , " 

‘ Inman told investigatois that mil- 
lions of. dollars- being spent by the 
task force. could not be accounted 
for;U-..**br.V-i ;4; . * - .4 
The bulk of the staff v;as drawn 
from CIA contract spies, not on full- 
time duty with the agency, or from 
the military. Exactly how the task 
force was put together and how it 
grew is still not dear. 

After Wilson was fired by Inman, 
he resumed his contract work for 
the CIA by organizing a group of 
Cuban refugees to conduct terrorist 
activities in South Africa and Latin 
America. A number of the task, 
force employees had been CIA-; 
trained Cuban operatives - were - 
hired by Wilson, according to FBI 
sources. 

Although Wilson worked with the 
TaskForce 157 project from 1971 to 
1975, he remained on the CLA pay- 
roll and reported to Theodore 
Shackley, who had been former CIA 
director Richard Helms’ i ight-hand 
man for clandestine operations. - • 
When Inman fired Wilson, Shack- 
ley called the admiral and urged 

more, could not be located for com- 
ment _ - 
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: . Geor.'ie Larflner Jrg ' . 

.Washington Pos* Staff Writer '• j 
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